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Welcome to the Christmas issue of  Reject news , more events and  
reports on  how the VSOC members of Centre 14 have been  
entertaining themselves over the cold and chilly winter months just 
passed.  
 
Check out the reports on our Club stand at Brightona in October, the 
Hogsback brewery visit and the Halloween weekend if you think 
you’re brave enough!!! 

 

From  
The Editor 

 
Rosie xx 
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Diary Dates 
Bold are official VSOC/Club  events 

Roy (PENFOLD) Roberts is our new  
Communications officer so look out for club emails 
from him in the future 
 
Latest news on a club venue..Our monthly meets will 
be the Hare and hounds public house in  
Godstone ,Surrey, on the 1st Thursday and 3rd  
Wednesday of each month  till spring for those that 
wish to join us for a pint and a natter. Check out the 
website for current updates at  
http://www.vsoc-centre14.co.uk/ 
 
There’s still a few events left for the really 
 hardened bikers such as the Bolney Toy Run and  
The traditional Potato Peeler on News Years day 
weather permitting 
Check with your events officer for details or check 
the website 
 
Time to wish all our members a merry Christmas  
(Q the hoes ) ‘HO HO HO’ and may your stockings 
be full of everything you dream of ( I plan to have a 
damn good grope around Santa’s sack this year till I 
find something I like!!! )  
 
As the boss always says  
‘NEVER RIDE 
FASTER THAN 
YOU’RE 
 ANGEL CAN FLY  

Disclaimer: The views in this newsletter are the views of the respective authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the  

Cockney Rejects or the Virago Star  Owners Club 



Golden lions charity 
Invite you to the  

 

BOLNEY TOY RUN 
 
 

5TH DECEMBER 2010 
 
 

All bikers welcome  
 
 

Meet at motorcycle workshop Bolney 
at 10.30  

For 11am departure to Gatwick Manor ,  
Crawley 

 
Please bring a donation for the kiddies 

New or as new Toys unwrapped 
 and dress up warm  
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MOT time, are you ready??  
Save time, money and hassle by inspecting your 

bike beforehand 

First things first:  

A MoT is only required on a motorcycle once it is 
three years old, and once a year thereafter. The test 
is to check that  the bike is road worthy and meets 
the  specified road safety and environmental stan-
dards.  

Lights/reflectors/horn  

These three items are one of the biggest causes for 

MoT failures. Headlights/tail lights must be free of chips or cracks; indicator and rear light lenses 

mustn’t be faded; light assemblies must be securely mounted. Headlights must emit only a white or 

yellow light and must work on main and dipped beam: the main beam must shine directly ahead and 

the dip slightly lower and to the left. 

Indicators need to flash at a ‘steady rate’ and bikes must have a red deflector fitted to the rear, ei-

ther bolted on separately or as part of the tail-light lens. 

The horn must emit a continuous (single tone) sound and be of a reasonable volume. 

Steering/suspension  

Steering head bearings should be adjusted correctly: handlebars should move from lock to lock 

without any interference, drag or notchiness and cables shouldn’t be trapped or pulled while doing 

this. To check for play, hold the front brake on and push the bars forwards to feel for any slack. 

Grips should be secure. 

Both front and rear suspension mustn’t show signs of leakage (e.g. oil visible on fork tube or leaking 

down the slider); forks and shock must have adequate damping; and no play in the swingarm/

suspension linkage bearings. Hold the wheel and move  from side to side to try and feel for any free 

play. Spin the wheel and listen for roughness in the bearings. 

Brakes  

Check front brake lever and rear brake pedal are mounted securely, cables aren’t frayed and all 

bolts, locking nuts and split-pins are present and correctly tightened. 

Make sure there isn’t excessive lever travel (either through maladjustment or excessive wear). 

Check brake lines for leaks, splits or cracking; there shouldn’t be any leaks around hydraulic reser-

voirs either and fluid levels mustn’t be too low. Brake pads should have more than 1.5mm tread left 

on them and discs should be free from cracks, pitting and scoring.  

If when braking you feel a pulsing through the front brake lever, then your discs could be warped. 

Check wheels are free to rotate without brake drag. 

 



 

Tyres  

They must be the right size for your bike, suitable for legal road use and the directional arrow is 

pointing in the direction of forward wheel rotation. There should be no cuts, tears, bulges or cracks 

in the sidewall or tread. Both tyres need a tread depth of at least 1mm across three-quarters of the 

breadth and tyres shouldn’t have a re-cut tread. Tyres should be correctly seated in the wheel rim, 

and valve stems not damaged or misaligned (which could cause sudden deflation). 

Wheel alignment  

Check correct alignment by using a piece of cord. Pull it around the back of the rear tyre and then 

forwards to one side of the front tyre. When the cord touches both the rear tyre’s edges, check the 

gap between the cord and front tyre. Repeat on the other side: the gap should be the same. If 

you’ve adjusted the chain you may have put your rear wheel out of alignment, so check if you 

get a discrepancy (see page 6 for an excellent YouTube demo video).  

Cast wheels need to be crack-free; check spoked wheels broken, corroded, loose or bent spokes. 

Exhaust system  

The exhaust mustn’t be holed and must be free from leaks from both joints and box(es). Exhaust 

mountings must be secure and not fouling any part of the rear suspension.  

If fitted with an aftermarket silencer, then ‘Not for road use’ or similar wording mustn’t be visible. 

Noise will be assessed at the discretion of the tester, so be sensible and don’t go with an obscenely 

loud pipe. 

Other checks  

Check for any corrosion on the frame or any load-bearing components. 

Ensure fairing, screens and mudguards are securely fitted with no missing fasteners.��

�

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hogs back Brewery Tour 
October 2010 



  

  

  

  



Centre 14 ½  “Ex-pats” Al & Annya do Centre 8’s 
 Halloween Party 

 
Saturday morning see the usual activity, Lily the Dobermann wakes us at 7am running in and 
out of the bedroom with my slipper in her mouth before a flying leap sees her lying in between 
us and snuggling down for more kip leaving us to get up and get her breakfast.   
The camper van is prepared and checked and Lily is taken for a short walk, this should have 
been a long walk but Annya took a tumble on the mud and came home with a sore hand and 
mud up her side. Lily looks guilty, although not her fault, being loaded into the “mini-bongo” 
did little to allay her fears as she’s taken off to kennels for the night.  
Ready for the off, I load the postcode into the SatNav which is now telling me we’re going the 
scenic route to Birmingham, so I ensure we’ve got the map book as well.  It was dry so we had 
a good drive up with the tree’s autumn foliage giving us a beautiful view at every hill crest as 
we go through the valleys. 
 
Having reached Brownhills, the SatNav now gets lost and has to be reprogrammed only to take 
us into a trading estate, a friendly local helped us out and it seems we are just round the corner 
from the venue. 
�
The party was at the Burntwood Rugby Club in Chasetown and as we enter the car park we are 
greeted by centre 8’s rep George (Taff) with a warm welcome and a hot cuppa.  There are  
already a couple of campers parked up and within 30 minutes another four turn up, so we do 
not feel embarrassed at not coming by bike. There were a fair number of tents up as well. In 
fact 92 tickets were sold and the  
evening was like a small rally  
complete with tea stall. 
 
The Festivities kicked off at 8pm with the 
disco which strangely enough played every 
thing we liked from 50’s thru to 80’s. The 
band (Name escapes me) were really good, 
a mixture of country and western and rock 
covers. Many got up and danced which is 
the sign of good entertainment. The theme 
for the night was cowboys and Indians,  
Halloween style, and Annya and I went as a 
Dead Gunslinger and his even deader 
 girlfriend.  Real Ale was on tap, and the evening started to pass rather jovially, as did my hip 
flask of J.D...Oh and not forgetting the joys of Toffee-vodka!!!...sticky stuff that. 
 
It was really nice to see many of our friends from other centres, including Barry from  



 
 
 
Darlington...who was one of only two to turn 
up by bike, well done mate.  The only 
 criticism I had was that after 4 pints I had 
the munchies and couldn’t  get my usual 
Cheese-burger with onions when the bar 
closed.....had to make do with a stuffed rat!!! 
 
 
 

 
After a good nights’ kip we woke up to thick damp fog...no, that wasn’t the bands name! � . 
And after a good cupper and some cereal for brekkie we said our goodbyes and off we 
went...only for the SatNav to take us round Cannock three times before we found the A5 again.  
A nice drive home albeit a slightly different route (nuff said) and we were home by about 
1.30pm. We then went to collect a relieved Lily whom I’m sure thinks she’d been put in  
kennels as punishment. 
 
This was a very good weekend and no doubt    we shall be doing it again....if we’re invited 
back. 
 
    Al & Annya 
 C14 ½  Ex-pats 



HALLOWEEN 2010 
where were you ??? 

Dave, Mary , Steve and  Kim partying down  
with centre 16 at  Big Bears place... 

Steve finally 
pulls a bird 

Dave tries out 
one of kim’s 
 moisturisers 

with little  
success 

Mary wonders if she could stab a  man to death 
with a plastic fork 

Looking good but 
who’s in the 
mask?? 

Alan is 
caught in 
the act 

wearing the 
wife’s 
clothes 
again!!! 

Annya shows you can 
still look great even in 
grandma’s Tablecloth 

Annya and Alan partying at Centre 6 
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London to Brighton Veteran Car Run 
 

 
Each spring it’s been a tradition to support the veteran bikes as they start the Epsom to Brighton run, but I have never yet managed 
to see the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run which is held in the autumn. And this is despite “Genevieve” being one of my 
mum’s favourite films. so with this year being the 80th Anniversary of the renewed run I decided to be organised and find out when 
it is on and where are the best view points. Now living in Dorking the Coffee stop at Crawley seemed a good idea, and we decided 
on using the bike but it still meant a silly early start. 
 
The night before was Bonfire night and very wet and windy in the small hours, so we awake to fog and mist, the freezing damp cold 
that follows such a storm and roads covered in puddles, leaves and debris oh this was going to be fun. But still a great reason to get 
out on the bike. 
 
Taking the safer main roads down to Crawley we arrived to see the early arrivals on the run. Wonderful old machines that clunk hiss 
and steam their way along the road, the steam cars like dragons as the steam surrounds them in the cold air, the are drivers as full of 
character as the actual vehicles. Some vehicles pristine with the brass and metalwork glinting in the sunlight, as the autumnal watery 
sun eventually forced its way through the mist and grey skies. Others were looking as though they would only make a few yards 
before they would fall apart (I love these) There were all manner of seating styles, steering devices and wheel combinations. One of 
my favourites, for pure quirkiness being the one which looked like a bathtub you sat sideways in to drive and has wheels in a dia-
mond shape.  
 
Interspersed between the cars were several Tricars and even folk on penny farthings all looked cold very cold! 
Eventually the cold even got to us; note to self, I really must put the liner into the jacket, and even the warmth of a coffee and bacon 
roll could not help regain real warmth. And so we wandered back and headed back down the now safer country lanes with the smoke 
of some bonfires still creating that wonderful aroma. 
 
It was a brilliant way to spend a morning, but unless the day looks like a warm (ha ha) this one will be the last ride for Jane as a  
pillion until the spring next year when things warm up a bit. Its now time to hibernate a bit and enjoy the camaraderie of winter 
 Parties 
 
Ian “Bosun” 





 
 
  
 
 
 







FUNNIES 

Steve was a single guy living at home with his father and  
working in the family business. 
 
When he found out he was going to inherit a fortune  
when his sickly father died, he decided he needed to find  
a wife with whom to share his fortune. 
 
One evening, at an investment meeting, he spotted the  
most beautiful woman he had ever seen. Her natural  
beauty took his breath away. 
 
"I may look like just an ordinary guy," he said to  
her, "but in just a few years, my father will die and  
 will inherit $200 million."  
  
Impressed, the woman asked for his business card and  
three WEEKS later, she became his stepmother. 
 
Women are so much better at financial planning than  
 men. 


